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Abstract: In the search for an explanatory model for the present or even more, for 
a fundament for national identity, many old traditions were rediscovered and 
reutilized according to contemporary desires. In the case of Germany, a forever 
politically fragmented space, justifying unity was all the more important, 
especially beginning with the 19
th
 century when it had a real chance to establish 
itself as a state. Then, beyond nationalism and romanticism, at the dawn of the 
Third Reich, the myth of a unified, powerful, pure people with a tradition dating 
since time immemorial became almost a rule in an ideology that attempted to go 
back to the past and select those elements which could have ensured a historical 
basis for the regime. In this study, we will attempt to focus on two important 
aspects of this type of instrumentalisation. The focus of the discussion is mainly 
Tacitus’ Germania, a work which has been forever invoked in all sorts of contexts 
as a means to discover the ancient Germans and create a link to the modern ones, 
but in the same time the main beliefs in the realm of history and archaeology are 
underlined, so as to catch a better glimpse of how the regime has been 
instrumentalising and overinterpreting highly controversial facts.  
Keywords: Tacitus, Germania, myth, National Socialism, Germany, Kossinna, 
cultural-historical archaeology, ideology, totalitarianism, falsifying history
During the twentieth century, Tacitus’ famous work Germania was 
massively instrumentalised by the Nazi regime, in order to strengthen nationalism 
and help Germany gain an aura of eternal glory. The quest for strong nationalist 
prehistoric beginnings centered around Arianism  dates back to the end of the First 
World War and the Treaty of Versailles, when trying to build a high mission for 
the German people was in a way a method of countering the demeaning provisions 
of the Treaty. Falsifying the written source was but one of the methods used by the 
NS in order to justify itself. Both archaeology and history were utilized to obtain a 
higher sense of the past and a legitimation of the current political circumstance. In 
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the first part of this short contribution, I will try to point out the main aspects of 
what the process of historical mystification presupposed, referring to Kossinna’s 
theories and more, and in the second part I will seek to integrate into this image an 
old written source with a rich reception history, of which a great deal was focused 
of using it as a nationalistic argument for the antiquity and great value of the 
German people.   
Falsifying archaeology, a general trend in Nazi Germany 
Gustav Kossinna’s theories and ideas regarding the equivalence of 
ethnicities and prehistoric cultures were taken by organizations such as Amt 
Rosenberg or Germanen - Erbe, which manufactured a history demonstrating that 
Germany is the cradle of civilisation, allowing the Nazi party to make use of a 
Pseudoarchäologie as a manipulation source. The idea of using archeology as 
nationalistic propaganda was very much fueled by Tacitus’ descriptions in 
Germania, or rather the strongly ideological interpretation of certain fragments so 
as to match a particular image of the German people they were attempting to 
create, the homo germanicus. As such, one tended to focus on the author’s remarks 
concerning Teutonic barbarians, praised for their constant struggle against Roman 
oppressors, whom National Socialism attributes the Rousseauian image of the 
noble savage, opposite to the moral corruption of Roman society. Only one of the 
possible functions of Tacitus’ text is retained, so as to extrapolate this difference in 
the contemporary German society. 
The Nazi Party rejected the decadent and consumerist urban space, whose 
poor quality they thought to be due to the negative influences of inferior races such 
as Jews and to Communist infiltration. Instead, they found a counterpart in a 
primary life that honoured old virtues and its privileged relationship with nature. 
The new type of man, characterized by rigidity, austerity, combative spirit, 
discipline, finds its legitimation in the ideologically manipulated ancient portrait. 
Germania was well known by most influential people in the Nazi Party. Why were 
they so fascinated by what was to become a kind of bible? The text, a type of 
political ethnography of Northeastern Gaul, the region outside Roman authority, is 
referring to one of the most ferocious enemies of Rome, so ethnographically it fits 
Roman political discourse. Tacitus is unlikely to be a direct observer, so his vision 
based on other accounts is likely a departure from reality, a distancing that will 
become more pronounced over the centuries depending on the degree of distortion 
fit for certain propaganda purposes. 
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Nazi archeology was based on several theories, organizations and 
personalities, thus forming a fairly coherent framework to its purpose: that to 
produce a fictitious history of the Reich which would highlight the flawlessness 
and antiquity of the German people. The theory named Kulturkreislehre sketched 
by Gustav Kossinna claimed that the recognition of ethnic regions depends on the 
material excavated from archaeological sites. The theory was used as a justification 
for the annexation of Poland and Czechoslovakia. The archaeologist argues at one 
point that Poland would be part of the Reich since any territory where there are 
artifacts designated as Germanic should be part of the Germanic cultural circle and 
won back from the invaders
1
. 
Another recurring idea of National Socialist ideology is that of cultural 
diffusion, postulating a process during which influences and patterns are 
transmitted from one great culture to the smaller ones in contact with it. Kossinna 
and Alfred Rosenberg presented a history of the German equivalent of the Roman 
Empire, suggesting that the Germanic tribes had always been creative and not 
destructive of culture, and that contemporary Germany is the heir to their creative 
forces, that is the engine of the whole civilisation. An adjacent theory called 
Weltanschauungwissenschaft equated culture with science, two sides of the same 
reality, strongly influenced by ethnicity. It was believed that cultural models such 
as legends, stories, sagas, not only should be integrated into the official cultural 
theory, but also that this principle could justify the German people’s image of self-
sufficiency, given their extraordinarily high degree of civilisation. Swastika, 
Germanic legends and the runic symbols of SS and much more would have 
therefore just assimilated the conclusions of the German scientists and turned them 
into elements that constituted the ideological discourse. 
In addition we have the idea of die deutsche Reinheim, that is the purity of 
the German origins, the belief that pure Germans are descendants of the Aryan race 
who had survived a natural catastrophe and then during a long migration they had 
evolved into an extremely well-developed culture. They even claimed that the 
Greeks and Romans are actually all Germans, allegedly based on the discovery of 
so-called Indo-Germanic artifacts.  
This view of history and archeology finds organizational support in the 
Ahnenerbe society. The Ahnenerbe organization, namely Deutsches Ahnenerbe: 
Studiengesellschaft für Geistesurgeschichte (German descent - the study society 
for spiritual prehistory) began its work as a research center for “intellectual 
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prehistory” and became affiliated to the SS in 1935. In 1936 it is attached to the SS 
and subordinated to Nazi leader Heinrich Himmler. Until 1937 it became the main 
tool of Nazi propaganda archeology, gathering smaller organizations such 
Reinerth’s archaeological group and multiplying the line of “researchers” such as 
Herman Wirth, who issued the claim to that the cradle of European civilisation lies 
north. The Organization included both professional archaeologists, but with 
extremist views such as Hans Reinerth himself or Meghin Oswald and amateurs 
whose lack of specialization in the field was compensated by their enthusiasm for 
the regime. 
Capital objectives of the organization focused on researching the spaces, 
ideas and achievements of Indo-Germanic peoples, while popularizing research 
results and encouraging public participation in the activities of this archeology 
group. 
Despite scientific claims, Himmler was much more interested in the occult 
and mysticism and he wanted to underline the primacy of prehistoric Germanic 
ancestors since the beginning of civilisation. In Ahnenerbe there were researchers 
working in all fields, which considerably complicated historical and archaeological 
activity but on the other hand increased the possibility of creating a national 
mythology to support the regime. 
Pseudoarchaeology put forward a great deal of imaginative elements to 
honor Germany’s legacy, for instance Externsteine, a sandstone considered a key 
element in Germanic cults, or Sachsenhain, where the death of 4500 Saxons to 
honor Widukind 's uprising becomes an occasion to glorify the spirit of sacrifice. 
Extravagant activities of the group included a trip by Edmund Kiss in Bolivia in 
1928, concluding that the temples of the Andes are similar to the alleged Nordic 
constructions dating thousands of years ago, even millions of years; in 1938 a 
research mission was conducted by Franz Altheim the Middle East who wanted to 
prove that the infighting in the Roman Empire was between Semitic and Aryan 
peoples; in 1936 an expedition was led to the island of Rügen to study cave art that 
was classified as proto - Germanic; not to mention an expedition to Tibet in 1938 
attempting to demonstrate Aryan superiority and Vril theory based on a book by 
Edward Bulwer-Lytton: Vril. The Coming of the Race, published in 1871, which 
deals with the SF theme of a highly advanced antediluvian spiritual civilisation that 
dwelled underground and would have had the same origin as the Aryans. 
A smaller organization was Amt Rosenberg. Rosenberg focused on the idea 
that history is a process centered on the eternal struggle between peoples of the 
north and pure Semites, between the elevated German culture and Hebrew evil. He 
used to speculate about the origin of the Atlantean Germans, their biological and 
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mental advance which entitled them to apply extreme solutions to maintain purity. 
Pseudoarcheology had been working hard to shape the legitimacy of the regime 
and to create a portrait of civilisation that might replace the historical truth through 
a rich imaginary theory, an expression of the desire to justify foreign policy using 
pseudoscientific arguments. Propaganda by means of archeology and history was 
made easier as the lack of interest in research before Ahnenerbe, which led to a 
faster imposing ethnocentric vision among the poorly informed public. 
Gustav Kossinna deserves a special mention as a pioneer and an important 
precursor of Nazi archeology and of the idea of ethnicity in archeology. In works 
such as Die deutsche Vorgeschichte, eine hervorragend nationale Wissenschaft, 
Die Herkunft der Germanen. Zur Methode der Siedlungsarchäologie or 
Altgermanische Kulturhöhe. Eine Einführung in die deutsche Vor- und 
Frühgeschichte he developed a cultural-historical method which is founded on a 
well-defined correlation between archaeological cultures and different ethnicities. 
His concept of an ideal Nordic race was for him the key to an old unwritten 
history. Ancient Germans would have been history’s decisive impetus - a well-
build race, tall, white, with a strong character, unusual physical and intellectual 
capacities and an idealisticattitude toward life and the world. One was searching 
for Tacitus’ Germans, as they were imagined in the pseudoscience of 
totalitarianism, as examples of cultural elevation, simplicity, courage, perseverance 
and discipline. Post mortem Kossinna became, not so much because of his 
academic merits as his political influence, the conceptual father and leading figure 
of the National Socialist popular prehistory. His devotees held leading positions in 
the field, once regulations are adopted which are compatible with the ideological 
vulgarization of research. Wahle 's methodological critique occurs as late as 1941. 
After losing the war, Kossinna and his method are altogether rejected, but 
unfortunately based on political considerations, not scientific ones. Little had it 
been discussed about how his theories became subject to ideological manipulation, 
theories which in the end were based on archaeological knowledge that other 
researchers had used as well, for instance Gordon Childe who introduced his 
Kossinna’s theory in Britain in 1920. The hypothesis of an equivalence between 
archaeological cultures and defined ethnic groups (so Germans can be linked 
continuous territory since ancient times) is based on a retrospective method, which 
involves the transfer of present conditions into the past, in order to infer prehistoric 
situations. Working retrospectively from early historic times to the development of 
the peoples of prehistory, Kossinna imagined cultural continuity in areas which 
exist on a merely conceptual level. The same continuity of ethnicity is found in an 
attempt to create a connection between the Germanic tribes described by Tacitus 
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and the Germans of the Third Reich, to draw a timeline of a group by ordering 
written and unwritten material. In this sense, Montelius’ typological method is 
fundamental because it facilitates the determining of time horizons for the 
chronological ordering of sources. 
The next step is the use of the cartographic method so as to differentiate 
those provinces characterized by cultural homogeneity. The interpretation of these 
units has two aspects that are important to distinguish : a) on the one hand they 
were seen as an expression of ethnic groups and b) on the other hand they were 
equated with the first tribes about whom there is documented history
2
. And the first 
thorough documentary sources we have about Germanic tribes are from Tacitus, 
therefore creating the link between the ancient and contemporary history of 
Germans. But Kossinna goes even further back in time, amplifying the 
hypothetical nature of ethnic identification.  Kossinna tried to solve this problem 
through an idea drawn from evolutionary principles concepts derived from 
language theory . It is the concept of “primitive culture” or  “primitive peoples” 
which would have allowed him to rebuild the initial relations between peoples in a 
period that extended until the Mesolithic. He was actually deceiving himself with 
regard to the limited possibilities of achieving archaeological knowledge based on 
fragmented sources
3
. However, it was not the method the one which drew 
criticism, but its conclusions about ethnicity. In his vision, the people is the same 
as the race, an vision that was enthusiastically incorporated into the German 
nationalist ideology. In addition, given the rather poor state of research then, one 
could have easily attempt a reconstruction and instrumentalisation of the 
uncritically investigated sources.  
Germania, a National Socialist Bible 
Ethnicities, peoples or tribes were perceived as objective realities endowed 
with meaning. Before 1945 the cultural-historical logic was not called into 
question because the myth of the deeply-rooted German people dating back to the 
mysterious Aryan had more value for the nationalistic train of thought than the 
validity of historical archaeological theories. In 1941 Wahle presented cases of 
ethnic boundaries which did not find their equivalence in the defined provinces, 
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but at least he recognized the legitimacy of the ethnic interpretation of early 
cultural provinces, as opposed to a topological - evolutionary approach of 
prehistory. He did stick to the same ideological line, postulating the existence of 
primordial forces operating in history (Lebenskraft). As such, attention is no longer 
focused on prehistory, but on written sources. 
The great Germany, incorporated individually in the biologically, morally 
and spiritually pure man, further builds its Lebensraum by preaching a Teutonic 
empire based on a forced interpretation of Tacitus, according to the purposes of 
political mythology. The function of his work is thus that of representing the noble 
Germanic savage as an ideal figure, unaltered, pure of character, as a complete 
counter-image of fallen Rome. This duality seen reflected in Tacitus was also 
attributed to the contemporary consumerist society the National Socialists wanted 
to escape from and seek refuge in old values set in harmony with nature so as to 
achieve the ideal type of man: the strong and determined man and fair and fertile 
woman. 
We are dealing with a myth in two ways. On the one hand the historical 
myth, which involves a distortion of the past in the present, and on the other, 
political myth, a distortion of the present in relation to the past
4
. The politicization 
of the past and historicisation of the present are essential in creating a mythological 
support for totalitarianism. One is looking for the Golden Age both in the present 
and in the past. Nazism was trying to update some models which were either 
overtaken by history or nonexistent. The past becomes present and time becomes 
immobile, because the same Germanic peoples from the first century BC are to be 
found in the twentieth century, without any process of evolution. The values that 
determine fate in the totalitarian state (work , sacrifice , race, nation , state) are also 
found in ancient history, which acquires a mythical aura. The political imaginary 
cherishes the chosen people as an agent of renewal and return to the Golden Age. 
The sources which reconstruct the history of the chosen people have no importance 
in themselves, but to the extent that they contribute to the political discourse that 
becomes history. It is a simplified story and drama is being pursued, one vested 
with meaning (the discourse about history
5
). Similar to a historian, totalitarianism 
chooses facts and they fall into a narrative and an interpretation. Except that in his 
case, coherence and meaning are decisively determined by ideological necessity, 
resulting in a construct closer to fiction . 
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Throughout this process, Germania becomes a pillar of the National 
Socialist cultural heritage. Paragraphs had been carefully selected to support 
propaganda, especially those relating to social issues
6
. For example, this 
propaganda speculated that the German population was not polluted by mixing 
with strangers, but appears as pure bloodlines with distinct characteristics. 
Therefore everyone, in spite of their large number, has the same appearance: 
threatening blue eyes, reddish blonde hair and strong bodies. When it comes to 
war, it is disgraceful for a leader to be exceeded in bravery, and for the army not to 
be honourable. And a life of disgrace and infamy was reserved to the survivors 
fleeing from battle. Defending and protecting the leader represents the highest 
proof of fidelity. The leader struggles to win, the army fights for the leader. There 
are few cases of adultery, in which case the penalty is immediately applied by the 
husband. There is no mercy for those who lose their virtue and nobody smiles in 
the face of immorality. Such were the ideas beloved by the Nazi party.  
In the 30s, the Nazis discovered that the oldest preserved copy of Tacitus 
Germania, the so-called Codex Aesinas, was in the possession of an Italian count. 
The Germans wanted to get the treasure and when Mussolini visited Berlin in 1936 
so as to meet Hitler, the German dictator demanded it. Mussolini initially agreed, 
but the negative reaction of the population caused him to change his mind. In 1943, 
when Mussolini was no longer in power, the SS attacked the palace of the count in 
an attempt to recover the copy. The book was not found, so Germany had to settle 
for newer editions sold in large quantities throughout the Nazi era. 
Praised at first as libellus aureus, when rediscovered in the fifteenth 
century, celebrated as the dawn of German civilisation, Tacitus’ Germania
experienced its Golden Age as a kind of bible of the Nazi regime. After its 
collapse, it was ranked by many scholars among the most dangerous books ever 
written. The statement is not exaggerated, if we consider its more than 450-year 
old influence it has had on German high circles who were struggling to fill the 
absence of a political unit with some of the common elements of language, 
tradition and history. That was before 1871. 
But it was more of a mythical-political project, a historical imaginary 
construct that had no real consistency since the population of the Holy Roman 
Empire was made up of communities living in very diverse regional traditions and 
speaking local dialects, therefore without a national consciousness. This fact was 
probably true for the tribes of Tacitus as well, for whom the 19th century was 
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seeking a unity in diversity, a unity that is ultimately illusory because the term 
‘nation’ is a later concept and any extrapolation to the distant past is a risk. And 
yet even the early humanists spoke of Germans and Germany. Paradoxically, the 
concept precedes reality. Ernst Moritz Arndt wondered: German people? What are 
you and where are you? I seek and do not find you
7
. Tacitus’ Germania was there 
to provide satisfactory normative answers, a fact sarcastically noticed by Heinrich 
Heine in ber Ludwig Borne. Eine Denkschrift ( 1840 ): A German can drink beer, 
really, but if he does he should drink it like a true son of Germany, since Tacitus 
specifically mentions cerevisia.  
Using the text in this manner during Nazism explains two features of its 
reception: monumental historicity and artistry, in harmony with the return to 
former glory, an inspiration for the people, a wonder for the rising German 
consciousness and an extraordinary contribution to the formation of traditions that 
had to be incorporated into Nazi ideology . 
Germany was perfect for its self-created frame. Hans Friedrich Karl 
Günther, NS expert in raciology, used to quote Germania as an exponent of 
raciologic speech avant-la-lettre European. After a more or less consistent 
reception before the twentieth century, Germania’s image as the military nation's 
founding text becomes an inexhaustible source of traditions. The specificity of 
contemporary discourse determined the assumption of particular interpretative 
grids, where National Socialism insisted both on the impeccable moral portrait of 
the German people and on its continuity and perpetuation. Nazi Germany claimed 
that the revolution dis not attempt to create a new type of man, but merely to 
revive it.  
In a melodramatic scene, made public via a dull photograph, Hitler kissed 
lord Chamberlain’s hand . The meeting between a representative figure of populist 
movement (völkisch) and the leader of NSDAP represents the connection between 
the two ideologies: National Socialism was a populist movement. However, it was 
not a homogeneous one. Hermann Göring was slightly mistrustful of it, but Hitler 
wanted to spread the Germanic element in the party, thinking of Mein Kampf as a 
sort of Germanic revolution.  
Heinrich Himmler, when he read Germania in his youth, promised that 
German citizens would revive as Tacitus portrayed his tribes, in glory. He truly 
believed in the Germanic cause, along with Alfred Rosenberg, the Nazi Party 's 
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main ideologist
8
 . The SS Reichsführer embodied a general trend of NS culture that 
was beneficial to the party apparatus, so that in 1936, at a meeting in Nuremberg, a 
so-called Germanic Chamber (Germanenraum) was decorated with quotes from 
Tacitus’ work.  
And when in 1933 Cardinal Michael von Faulhaber followed the train of 
thought of humanist Enea Silvio Piccolomini and offers Germania as an example 
of barbarism, The Hitler Youth burned his speech and fired gun shots on his 
residence. That’s because for many of the NS soldiers Germany was the ultimate 
book, where they would find resonance with their militaristic upbringing and 
severe education and furthermore, they considered that the 1933 elections were an 
opportunity to bring to light the Germanic element. This was invoked in numerous 
doctrinal articles from magazines such as Das Schwarze Korps, 
Nationalsozialistisches Bildungswesen or Das Nationalsozialistisches Monatshefte, 
all of them with strong ideological content.  
The Germanic myth was also a fundament for the Nuremberg racial laws, 
Himmler’s SS or the concept of Blut und Boden (blood and soil) of Walther Darre. 
For instance, a 1935 law prohibiting marriage between Hebrew and German was 
rooted in the firm belief that this would alter the racial purity of the German 
people, which is the guarantee for their survival. Also, Hans F.K. Günther, NS 
expert on raciological issues receives honours for establishing a spiritual base for 
the National Socialist state law
9
.  Admirer of the Nordic race, Günther insisted on 
the ascent to the original heights (Wiederhochzüchtung) of Nordic purity. 
He defined the breed as a manifestation of a group of people who identified 
themselves with a specific combination of physical and spiritual characteristics that 
differed from any other group and only gave rise to similar beings. Reproduction 
identity is echoed in chapter IV of Germania, where Tacitus uses the phrase 
tantum sui similem. Günther found in his mentioning of group homogeneity and 
distinctiveness a justification for the extreme actions of the regime. In his opinion, 
the Germans in Tacitus’ work practiced selection by eradication in the name of 
purity
10
. When talking about their concern about genetics he brings to attention the 
penalties mentioned in chapter XII, which seeks to show that tamquam scelera 
ostendi oporteat, dum puniuntur, flagitia abscondi
11
 (wrongdoing should be 
punished in the open and villains secretly) and penalties depend on the nature of 
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the crime and there can also take place discrimen capitis (judgments of death). 
Starting from the punishments of those who are roditores et transfugas
12
 (traitors 
and fugitives) or ignavos et corpore et imbelles infames
13
 (treacherous men, fearful 
and prone to perversion), Günther concludes the Germanic tribes were committed 
to ensure a continuous purification of the race, so as not to allow degenerate genes 
to perpetuate. They were even practicing euthanasia to his mind. An avid reader of 
NS Germany would find more meaning in all of the extreme measures, from the 
prohibition of mixed marriages to death camps, because this way impurities were 
avoided and the national integrity deducted from Chapter IV was preserved.  
Himmler was a fervent reader who embraced Günther’s Northern ideals 
and interpretations about punishing homosexuals or inferior races. In his speeches 
in front of SS members he often mentioned that he would revive the old Germanic 
virtues and way of life, and within the SS frame he tried to rise to the level he had 
in mind. To sum it up, there should have been a Germanic elite with Nordic 
determination, selected according to certain criteria which he claimed to have 
borrowed from Tacitus: racial purity, desire for freedom, bravery, loyalty, 
fellowship, honour, obedience
14
. 
Before joining the ranks of such a military nobility,  youths used to become 
members of the Hitler Youth, where they were indoctrinated with theories from 
manuals such as Gefolgschaft - der Germanische Kampfbund, written by 
Wagenführ. For this collection of doctrinal passages on Germany and the 
Germanic nation, Tacitus was the one who provided the motto Haec dignitas, hae 
vires, magno semper et electorum iuvenum globo circumdari, in pace decus, in 
bello praesidium
15
 (it is a great honor and power to be always surrounded by a 
gathering of young people, a jewel in times of peace and a shield in times of war). 
The soldier, acquainted with a literal approach to Chapters XIII-XIV, learns what it 
means to be a true warrior, in fact an adjusted approach to Nazi jargon in a dark 
compatibility with the Führer cult. 
One insists on the competitiveness inside the Germanic troops  to gain a 
place as close to the commander as possible: Gradus quin etiam ipse comitatus 
habet, iudicio eius quem sectantur; magnaque et comitum aemulatio, quibus 
primus apud principem suum locus, et principum, cui plurimi et acerrimi 
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comites
16
. (There is a hierarchy among the warriors, as decided by the captain, that 
is why there is great competition between them on the one hand, for the closest 
place near the captain, and between the chieftains on the other, for the highest 
number of warriors in their service and the largest gathering.. 
In Himmler’s SS, future followers of the Führer must swear loyalty and 
courage. Loyalty, among other virtues selected from the text, is an obsessive 
occurrence in textbooks: the German race will never perish as long as this loyalty 
persists ... Is the Führer not surrounded by loyal followers ?...These compatriots 
embody Germanic loyalty and heroism and are the most eloquent examples
17
. This 
glorification of loyalty, overinterpreted from chapters XIII and XIV of Germania
is perhaps the most valued one by the totalitarian system, except only for the 
exaltation of racial purity and characteristics of physiognomy, that is the heavily 
instrumentalized 4th chapter of the book :…Germaniae populos nullis aliis 
aliarum nationum conubiis infectos propriam et sinceram et tantum sui similem 
gentem exstitisse arbitrantur. Unde habitus quoque corporum, tamquam in tanto 
hominum numero, idem omnibus: truces et caerulei oculi, rutilae comae, magna 
corpora et tantum ad impetum valida: laboris atque operum non eadem patientia, 
minimeque sitim aestumque tolerare, frigora atque inediam caelo solove 
adsueverunt
18
 (...The peoples of Germania, without mixing with other tribes by 
means of marriage, were a special nation with no interference and similar only to 
itself, therefore their similar faces, despite all density of people here: fierce and 
blue eyes, reddish hair, tall bodies made for combat, they don’t think as highly 
about labour as we do, they can’t stand thirst and heat, but they’re used to cold and 
hunger because of the state of the earth and skies). 
Assigned by Himmler with the service for location and race, Walther Darre 
was responsible for maintaining and improving the Aryan race, as well as for the 
expansion of the Lebensraum and its “germanisation”.  He is the author of several 
books containing völkisch ideas, one of them being Neuadel aus Blut und Boden, 
published in 1930. This is exactly how contemporary National Socialists 
characterised the regime, as a  return to the only important values capable of 
ensuring the social, political and moral cohesion of a world that wanted to remain 
unique and pure . 
Not necessarily mystically inclined, the ideology was using an antithesis 
between the urban and the rural lifestyle, the latter being considered the birthplace 
of authenticity, morality and physical health of the Nordic race. Agricultural 
                                                
16
 Ibid.
17
 G. Schutte, Geschichtsbuch für die Jugend des Dritten Reiches, Halle, 1934, pp.10-16. 
18
 Tac. Ger., IV. 
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activities were glorified as representative for a way of life based on strength, 
reliability and accountability (although Tacitus specifically mentions the lack of 
interest the Germanic peoples had for sedentary work). Darre was talking about 
rural life as the nation's lifeblood and source of rejuvenation for the Nordic race
19
. 
The use of metaphors such as blood flow to represent the nation or the body 
of the nation that not necessarily coincided with the political body, the nation as an 
organism, fuses with the myth regarding the sedentary nature of Germanic peoples, 
which in turn led to even more mystical and fantastic theories. Darre spoke of the 
fact that this autochthonism also meant the farms and goods through which the 
body of the nation penetrated the homeland (Heimatboden) with its roots.  
The metaphorical expression may be associated with the myth of Tuisto, 
mentioned as a God worshipped by the ancient Germanic tribes: Tuistonem deum 
terra editum
20
. Although he was very knowledgeable of Tacitus’ work, this was a 
myth he did not believe in. But others did. In one of the many translation from the 
‘30 the Nazi dogma was highly visible : Tacitus: Germania. Von Blut und Boden, 
Sitte und Brauch im germanischen Raum (Weisweiler). In some of the footnotes 
the author underlines the fact that race and land were the ones which formed the 
Germanic human being, that race and land are the foundations of his power. 
Connecting the almost 2000-year old text to the Nazi doctrine, the prophets of the 
new heroic age supplemented the explanations regarding Tuisto’s myth: at the 
beginning, the German peoples drew their essence from the ground and it is 
therefore not surprising that in the new Germany, in the Third Reich, peasants 
should be the main basis of all population
21
.  
More than anyone, Himmler believed in the ideas forcibly developed 
around Tacitus’ work in the course of centuries. It only seemed natural that in 1943 
he sent a special mission to Italy in order to recover the oldest manuscript, but to 
no end. Anyway, it did not matter much, for the little yet dangerous book had 
already played its part.  
                                                
19
 Walther Darre, Um Blut und Boden, München, 1942, p.180. 
20
 Tac. Ger., II. 
21
 J. Weisweiler, Tacitus: Germania. Von Blut und Boden, Sitte und Brauch im germanischen 
Raum, Bielefeld – Leipzig, 1936, pp. 8–9. 
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